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was not so much forgotten by the people of England as the French
ambassador imagined. The friends of the Reformation regarded
her as the king's lawful wife, and vainly hoped the time would
come when, cloyed with the charms of the youthful rival for
whom he had discarded her, he would fling his idol from him, as
he had done the once-adored Aim A Boleyn, and reinstate the
injured Meniing in her rights.

On the fall of Katharine Howard, an effort was made by the
duke of Cleves, and the Protestant party, to effect a reunion be-
tween Anne and the king. The duke's ambassadors opened the
business to the earl of Southampton, but Cranmer, warned by the
fate of Cromwell, ventured not to urge Henry, and the negotiation
came to nothing. Perhaps Anne herself was unwilling to risk her
life, by entering again into the perilous thraldom from which she
had been once released. The tragic fate of her fair young rival
must have taught her to rejoice that she had saved her own head
by resigning a crown without a struggle. In June, 1543, Anne re-
ceived a friendly visit from her stepdaughter, the princess Mary,
who stayed with her some days, a species of intercourse kept up
every year through Anne's life. Presents of embroidery, and
Spanish silk for needlework, often passed between these friends.

IsFo event of any importance occurred to break the peaceful
tenour of Anne's life till the death of Henry YIII. She visited the
court of her royal stepson Edward YL, June 26,1550. Her affairs
had got into some disorder at that period, so that she found herself
under the necessity of applying to her brother the duke of Cleves
for his assistance. That prince represented her distress to the
English government, and with some difficulty obtained for her the
munificent grant of four hundred pounds towards paying her debts.
The pensions of such of her servants as were paid by the crown
being in arrear, she petitioned the king for them to be liquidated;
but the official reply coolly stated, ** that the king's high-
ness being on his progress, could not be troubled at that time
about payments." Anne had acquired the English language and
English habits, and formed an intimate friendship with Henry's
daughters. England had therefore become her country, and it was
natural that she should prefer a residence where she was honoured
and loved by all to whom her excellent qualities were known to
returning to her native land, after the public affronts that had
been put upon her by the coarse-minded tyrant to whom she had
been sacrificed by her family. The last public appearance of
Anne of Cleves wa^s at the coronation of queen Mary, where she
had her place in the regal procession, and rode in the same
carriage with the princess Elizabeth, with whom she was always